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AMongft
the many Calamities with which the Al«

mighty is pleafed to visit the Children 01 Men, r

order to reduce them to ajurl
-

Senfc of their own W c k

nefs and entire Dcpcndancc upon him, there is < carol.

any that are more productive of true penitent Humilia^
tion and of a Sight of what is really good and trul|
Evil, than thofe contagious Diltcmpcrs which, an «> l fen

ded God fometimes, fuffers. to rage amongft the I'e.-nU.

In the Year 1665 the City of 1 ,ondon was forely vilif

ted by the Plague : An Account of the Prog re ft and

Effects of that Vifitation was kept by a Citizen who re

mained there during the whole Time of the Sicknefs,
and appears to have been candid and, judicious in hi"

Remarks thereon. I truft my Readers -may, in a fhoi

Defcription of that memorable Judgment, meet wit

fuch Leflbns of belt Wifdom, which nothing tan io cj

lectually produce, as a clofe and ferious coitvetfc wit

. Death and the Grave. The Introduction of rfcis Con

tagion in London was by fome Goo-i* imported fro

>. Holland, which had been brought thither from the L
,

vant. It firft broke out in the Finnic where thofc Goodl

were opened, from whence it fpread to othdSHoufc

in the firft Houfe that was infected there,<ried fbftrPer-
!

fons : A Neighbour who went to vifit them return in|
home gave the Diftemper to her Family, and dted with

all her Houfhold. The Pariih Officers who were em

ployed about the fick Pcrfons being alfoinfected^the Phy-
ficians perceived theDanger, and upon narrow Infpeciioi

allured, that it was indeed the Plaguewith all is terrify

ing Particulars, & that it thrcatned? a genera! Inrefelioii

The People began nowto beallarmedallove^thcTown
the ufual Number of Burials within the Bills ofMorrtli

ty for aWeekwere generally about 240 10300, butfrsvi

the 27th. to the 24 Jan. the printed Bill was 474.
How

o*er thie went oft again, and the Frift continuing-
teY

levere,



fevere, till near the End ofFebruary the Bills decreafed

again and People began to look upon jthe Danger as good
as over; but in May the Bills greatly encreafed, and the
Weather becoming hot, the Infection fpread again, in
.a dreadful Manner.

I lived, fays theAuthor, without Aldgate, and as the

Diftemper had not reached to that Side of the City, our

Neighbourhood continued eafy ; but at the other i>nd of

the Town the Confternation was very great ; and the

Nobility & Gentry thronged out of the Town, with

their Families in an unufual Manner ; nothing was to

be feen but Waggons, Carts, and Coaches, with Goods
and People and Horfe-Men attending them, hurrying
away ; then empty Waggons and Carts appeared, who
were apparently returning to fetchmore People : Befides

innumerable Numbers ofPeople on Horfeback, fitted out
for travelling. This was a very melancholly ProfpecT: ;
indeed there was nothing elfe ofMoment to be feen, it
filled my mini with very ferious Thoughts ofthe Mife-

rythat was coming upon theCity, and the unhappyCon

dition of thofe that would be left in it. By the End of

Miuy the Contagion had fpread and eticreafed to a great

Degree : Sorrow and Sadnefs fat upon every Face ; and

tho' fome Parts were not yet overwhelmed, all looked

deeply concerned. London might well be faidtobe all

in Tears, theMourners did not go about the Streets,
for ho body made a formal Drefs ofMourning for their

neareft Relations ; but the Voice ofMourning, was in

deed, heard in the Streets ; the Shrieks ofWomen and

Children at the Windows and Doors of their Houfes,
where their deareft Relations were dying, were fo fre

quent to be heard, as we palled the Streets, that it was

enough to pierce the ftouteft Heart in the World. Tears

and Lamentationswere feen almoftin every Houfe, efpe-
cially in the firft Part of the Vifitation; for towards the.

latter End People did not fo much concern themfelves

for the lofs of their Friends, expecting, that themfelves
ftiduld be fummoned the next Hour.

It was a Time of very unhappy Breaches amongft

us, in Matters »f Religion, Divisions & feparate Qpini-
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•n« prevailed > the Church of Enmakd wis lately
reltored, and the Prcfbytcrum & other Prutelfions had

fet up their Meetings for worfhip, and apait, in which

they were frequently diftui bed, the Government endea

voring to lupprefs their Meetings. But this dreadful

Vilitation rcconcil d the different Parties and took a-

w.:y -ill Manner of Prejudice and Scruple from the Peo

ple'. But after the Sicknefs was over, that Spirit ofChari

ty fublided, and Things returned to their own Channel

again. Here wemayobferve, that a nearer View ofDeath

would foon reconcile Men, of good Principles, to one

another, and that it is chiefly owing to our ca(y Situati

ons in Life, and our putting thefe Things far from us,

that our Breaches are fomented, and that there h fo

much Prejudice and want of Chriftian Charity and Union

amongft us. A clofc View andConverfc witn Death, or

with Difeafes that threaten Death, would fcum oft" the

Gall of our Temper, remove ourAnimofitics, and bring
us to fee with different Eyes. On the other Side of the

Grave we fhall all be Brethren again.
The Inns of Court were now all fhut up, there wai

but few Lawyers to be feen in the City, indeed there

was no need of them, for Quarrels and Divifsons about

Intereft had ceafed ; every Body was at Peace.

'It was alfo worthy of Obfervation, as well as fruit

ful of Inftruction, to obferve with what Alacrity the

People, ofall Perfuafions, embraced the Opportunities

tfky had of attending upon the publick Worfhip, and

other appointed Times ofDevotion, as Humiliations,'

Fairings and publick Confeffton or Sins, to implore the

Mercy of God and avert the Judgment which hungl
over their Heads. The Churches were fo thronged
that there was, often, no coming near, no, not to the

very Door of the largeft Churches. There was alfodai-i

ly Prayers appointed Morning and Evening, at which*

the People attended with uncommon Devotion.

All Plays and Interludes which had lately began to

encreafe amongft us, were forbid to a£t ; the Ganiing-
Tables, publick Dancing-Rooms, and Mufic-Houfes,
which multiplied and began to debauch the Ai aimers of



the People were (hut up and luppreiTed ; finding indeed

no Trade, for the Minds of the People were generally
humbled and agitated with other Things, Death waa

before their Eyes, and every Body began to think of

their Graves.

The Infection ftill gradually encreafed till the Middle

of Auguft, when there died a Thoufand aDay, by Ac

count of the weekly Bills, tho' they never gave a full

Account by many Thoufands, many ofthe Parifh Offi

cers were taken lick themfelves and diedwhen theirAc

countwas to be given in. The Parifh ofStepney alone had
within the Year, one Hundred & fixteen Sextons, Gra

ve-Diggers and Carriers of the Dead &c. Indeed the

Work was not of a Nature to allow them leifure to take

an exact tale of the dead Bodies, which were all thrown

together in the Dark in a Pit, to which no Man could

come near without the utmoft Peril.

I had, fays theAuthor, the Care ofmy Brother's
Hou-

fc which obliged me fometimes to go abroad. In thefe

^Walks I had difmal Scenes before my Eyes, as, parti

cularly, ofPerfons falling dead in the Streets, terrible

Shrieks ofWomen, who in their Agonies would throw

open their Chamber-Windows,&cry out in a difmal fur-

prizing Manner ; it is impoflible, to defcribe the variety
of Poftures in which the Paflions of the Poor People
would exprefs themfelves. Palling thro' Token Houfe

Yard, ofa fudden a Cafement violently opened juftover
my Head, and a Woman gave three frightful Screeches,
and then cry'd : Oh / Death, Death, Death, which ftruck
me with Horror and a chilnefs in my very Blood.

There

was no Body to be feen in the whole Street, neither

did
any Window open, for People had no Curiofity,

now, in any Cafe. I went on to pafs into Belt-Ally,
where there was a greater O y than that, I could hear

Women and Children run fkreaming about the Rooms

like diffracted ; whena GarretWindow opened and fome

Body from a Window on the other Side, afked : What

is the Matter? Upon which it was anfwered : OLord!

My old Mafler has hanged him/elf. The other afked a-

gam: Is he quite dead? And tne firft anfwered; Ay, Ay,
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( 6 )
at'; fit a\ad andcU. This IV: Kn was .* Deputy A Idcrmnn

and very rich : But this is but one Inftancc; it is fcarce

cicdible, what dreadful Cafes happened in particular fa
milies every Day: People in the Rage of the Diftempcr
or in the Torment of the Swelling, which was indeed

intolerable, becoming raving and diffracted, oftentimes

le.iJ violent Hands upon themlclves, throwing themfel

ves ou;o! Window.-, or breaking out of the Houfcs,would
dance naked about the Streets not knowingonc c.\t.. lie
from another ; others, if not prevented, would run

directly down the River & plunge into the Wa

ter. Some dying of meer Grief as a Paffion,
and fome of Fright and Surprize, without having
received the Infection. It often pierced my very

Soul, to hear the Groans find Cries of thofc who

were thus tormented ; but this of the Swellings
was accounted the molt promifing particular in the

whole Infection, for if thefe fwcllings could be brought
to break and run, the Patient generally recovered.

Whereas thofc who were ftruck with Death at th

Beginning of the Diftxmper, and had Spots come up
on tlicm, often went about indifferent eafy, till

little before they died, and fome till the Moment th

dtopt down ; fuch would be taken fuddenly very ficlc,
and would run to fome convenient Place, or to their

own Houfes, if poffible, and there fit down, grow faint

and die. The Method the Magiftratcs fell into of

lucking up the Doors of People's Houfes where any
bed taken the Diftempcr, and letting Watchmen there J

Night and Day, to prevent any going out to fpread*
the Infection, looked hard and cruel, as, perhaps, thofel
who were found in the Family might have e leaped,
if they ;had been removed from the fick ; but the pub
lic k good feem'd to juftify fuch a Conduct, and there

v. a< no obtaining the leaft Mitigation by any Ap
plication to the Magiftratcs. Thi$ put People, who

thought themfelves well, upon many Stratagems to

get out of their Confinements. Going out one Morn

ing, I heard a gr*at Outcry, which prompting my Cu-

riofity. I inquired the Caufe of a Perfon who looked

out



tut of a Window. A Watchman had been employ's!
to watch at the Door of a Houfe, which was infected

and fhut up, both himfelf and the Day Watchman at

tended there a Day and two Nights. All this while

no Noife had been heared, nor Lights feen in tho

Houfe; neither had they called for any Thing ; it

feems that two or three Days before, the Dead-Cart

had ftop't there, and a Servant-Maid had been brought
down to the Door dead, wrapt only in a green Rug,
which the Buriers had put into the Cart and carried

away : The next Day the Watchman heared great

Crying and fcreeming in the Houfe, which he fuppo-
fed was oocafioned by fome of the Family dying jufti
at that Time ; upon which he knocked at the Door

a great while, at laft one looked out, and faid with

an angry quick Tone, and a Voice of one that was

crying, what dye want, that ye makefuch a knocking ? He
anfwered: I am the Watchman: How do you do? What is

the Matter ? The Perfon anfwered ; What is that t$

you ? Stop the Dead-Cart. This was about one o' Clock ;
t foon after, he ftopt the Dead-Cart, and then knock'd

■again, but no Body anfwered : He continued knocking,
and the Bellman called feveral Times : BringW your
Dead; but no Body anfwered, till the Man that drove

the Cart, being called to other Houfes, would ftay no

longer, and drove away. In the Morning when the

Day-Watchman came in, they knock't at the Door a

freat
while, but no Body anfwering, they got a

adder, and one of them went up
to the Window, &

looking into the Room, he faw aWoman lying dead upon
the Floor, in a difmal Manner : But tho' he called'aloud&

knocked hard on the Floor, with his Staff, no Body^ftirr'd
or anfwered : This they made known to the Magiftrate,
who ordered the Houfe to be broken open, when no

Body was found in the Houfe, but that young Wo-»

inan, who having been infected, and paft Recovery,
the Reft had left her to die by herfelf, and were every
one gone, having found fome Way to delude the

Watchman, and go out; as to. thofe Cries, and Shrieks,
which he heared, it was fuppofed, theywere the paflion-
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( » )
ate Cries of the Family, at the bitter parting, which, <t

be furc, it was to them all ; this being the Silter to the

Miftrifsof theFamily.Many more Inftancc; might begiv-
en butthefemay fufficetofhewthc deep Diltn fs «t thaf

Day. Death did not now hover over every one's! lead onlv,
but looked into their Houfes and Chambers, and even

ftared in their very Faces, and tho' there was fome

Stupidity and Dulncfsof Mind; yet there was a great
Deal of juft Alarm founded in the inmoft Soul : Many
Conii iences were awakened; many hard Hearts melt

ed into Tears ; many a penitent ConfeflTion was made

of Crimes long concealed. People might be heared!
even in the Streets as we palled along ctfling upon]
God for Mercy, thro' Jesus Christ, and faying r
1 have been a Thief. I have been an Adulterer. I have

been a Murderer, and the like ; and none durft flop to
make Inquiry into fuch Things, or to adminifter.

Comfort to the poor Creature, who in the angnifh
both of Soul and Body thus cried out : Many were the

Warnings that were then given by dying Penitents,]
to others, not to put off and delay their Repentance j
to a Day of Diflrefs, that fuch a Time of Calamity
as this was no Time for Repentance. I wifh, fays the

Author, I could repeat the very Sound of thofe Groans-'

and Exclamations that I heared from fome poor dying
Creatures, when in the heighth of their Agonies and

Diftrefs; and that I could make him that reads this

h?ar as, I imagine, 1 now hear them, for the Sound

fcems ftill to ring in my Ears. In the Beginning
of September the Number of Burials increaiing, the

Church-Wardens of Aldgate Parifh ordered a large Pit

to be dug, to hold all the Dead which might die in a

Month.. it was about forty Foot long and fixtecn broad ;

fome blamed the Church-Wardens for fuffering fuch

a frightful Gulf to be dug ; neverthelefs in twoWeeks

they had thrown more thanelevenHundred Bodies into

it, when they were obliged to fill it up, as the Bodies

were come within 6 Foot of the Surface. My Curiofi-

ty drove me to go, & fee this Pit, when there had been

near four hundred People buried in it* I got Admit

tance



tance into the Church-Yard, bymeans of theSexton,wh«
was a fenfible, religious Man ; he would have perfuad-
ed me not to go, faying:

" That it was, indeed, their
Duty to venture, and in it they might hope to be preferued \
but that as I had no apparent call, he thought my Curiofi-
ty could not jujlify my running that Hazard,, I told him,
/ had been preffed in my Mind to go, and that perhaps it
might be an injlrucling Sight

"

Nay
"

Says
" the good

Man "

Ifyou will venture upon that Score, in the Name

of GOD go in ; it will be a Sermon to you, it may be the

bejl that ever you heared in your Life „ His Difcourfes
had fhock't my Refolution and I flood wavering for a

good while ; but juft then Ijheared the Bell-Man, and

the Cart, loaded with dead Bodies, appearing, I. went

in. There was no Body, as I could perceive, at firft,
with the Cart but the Buriers, and the Man that led

the Cart, but when they came to the Pit, they faw

a Man mufled in a Cloak who appeared in great agony j
the Buriers immediately gathered about him, fuppofing
he was one of thofe poor delirious or defperate Crea

tures, that would fometimes run to the Pit, wrapt in

Blankets, and throw themfelves in, and as they faid,

[bury themfelves. When the Buriers came to him, they
foon found he was neither defperate nor diftempered in

Mind, but one oppreffed with a dreadful Weight of

Grief, having his Wife and feveral Children all in the

Cart, that was juft come in with him, and he followed

in Agony and cxcefs of Sorrow. He calrnjy defired

the Buriers to let him alone, faid he would only fee the

Bodies thrown in & go away, fo they left importuning
\ him ; but no fooner was the Cart turned round, and

the Bodies fhot into the Pit ppomifcuoufly, which was

a Surprize to him, for he at leaft expected, they would

have been decently laid in, tho' indeed he was after

wards convinced that was impracticable, I fay, no foon

er did he fee the Sight, but he cry'd out aloud, unable

to contain himfelf, and> fell down in a Swoon ; the

Buriers ran to him, and took him up, and when he

was come to himfelf, led him to a Place were he was

taken Care of. He looked into the Pit again, as he

went



went awav, but the Buriers h><\ coved the Bodies;

to immediatciy, with throwing Earth that nothing
cjuld be feen. The Cart had in it fi\tcon ot fevntc. n

Bodies. Some were wi apt up in \incn Shet^, (opt

in Rugs, fome little other than naked, or fo loole, thatJ

what Covering they had fell from them, in thelhoot- j
ing out of the Cart, and they fell quite naked among

the reft ; but the Matter was not much to them, or the I

Indecency much to any one el le, feeing they wne to be i

huddled together into the common Grave of Mankind,
for here was no Difference nude, but Boor and Rich

went together ; there was no other Way ofBurials, nei

ther was it poffible there fhould.

John Hayward under-Scxton, that is Gra\e-I)iggcr
and Bearer of the Dead, never had the Diftempcr at .

all, but lived about twenty Years after it. His Wife \\
was imployed to nurfe the infected I'coplc ; yet fhe <

herfelf never was infected. The only Preservative he

ufed, againft the Infection, w;is holding Garlick and

Rue in his Mouth and fmoaking tobacco; this I had J

from his own Mouth. His Wife's Remedy was wa-l

fhine her Head in Vinegar, and fprinkling her Hcad-I

Cloths fo with Vinegar, as to keep them alwaysmoift;!
and if the Smell of any of thole fhe waited on was more*

than ordinary ofTenfive,fhefnuftVinegar up intoherNc fc,

fpunkled her Headcloths and held a Handkerchief wet-J3

ed with Vinegar to her Mouth. ^

And here I muft not omit mentioning the Difpo-
fition of the People of that Day, with Refpect to their ,

Charity to the Poor, which indeed was very lare both

in a publick and a private Way. Some pious Eadiet:

were fo zealous in this good Work, and fo confident

in the' Protection of Providence in the Difcharge of thir

great Duty, that they went about themfelves distribut

ing Alms, and vifiting the poor Families that weie in-,

fected, in their very Houfes, appointing Nurles and(
Aeehecaries to fupply them with what they wanted.

Thu» giving their Bleflings to the Poor in fubftthtial

Relief, as uci! r; hearty Prayers for them. I will not.

undertake to fay, that none of thefe charitable People J
were "\



were fuffered to die of the Plague, but this 1 may fay,
that I never knew any of them milcarried, which I
mention for the Encouragement of othets in Cafe of like
Diltrefs; and doubtlefs, it they, "that give to the Poor, lend
to the Lord, and he will repay it,, thofe that hazard their

Lives to give to the Poor, and to comfort and affiffc

them in fuch a Mifery as this, may hope to be pro
tected therein.

From the Middle of Auguft to the Middle of Sep
tember the Infection ftill encreafed and fpread itfelf,
with an irrefutable Fury, it was reckoned that during
that Time there died no lefs than fixteen Hundred &

Day, one Day with another. It was then that the*

Confufion and Terror was inexpreffible ; the Courage
of the People appointed to carry away the Dead, be

gan to fail them : The Vigilance of the Magistrates
was now put to the utmoft Trial. At laft the

violence of the Diftemper came to fuch a height that the

People fat ftill looking at one another, and feemed quite
abandoned to Defpair. In a Word, People began to

||jive themfelves up to a fear, that there was nothing
to be expected, but a universal Defolation. ThisDe

ll fpair made People bold and venturous, they were no
'

more fhy of one another, as expecting there was now

no avoiding the Diftemper, but that all muff, go, this,

brought them to crow'd into the Churches, they inqui
red no more what Condition the People, who fat near

them, was in, but looking upon themfelves all as fo

many dead Corps, they came to the Churches without

the leaft Caution, and crowded together, as if their

Lives were of no Confequence, compared to theWork

which they were come about : Indeed, their Zeal in

coming, and the Earneftnefs and affectionate Atten

tion they fhewed to what they heared, made it mani-

feft, what Value People would put upon the Wor

ship of God, if they thought, every Day they attended

at the Church, would be their laft. Itwas in the Height
of this Defpair, that it pleafed God to ftay his Hand,
and to flacken the Fury of the Contagion, in a Manner

as furprizing as that of its Beginning, and which de

monstrated



( r?. )
monftr.itcd it to be his own particular Hand abovr

the Agency of Means ; nothing but omnipotent Power

could have done it ; the Contagion dcfpifed all Midi-

cine. Death raged in every Corner, and had it gone

on as it did then, a fewWei -k < more would have cleaicd

the Town of all its Inhabitants. In that very Moment

when thirty Th iiUnd were dead in three Week*, n \,

when it was reported three Thoufand had died in one

Night, and an Hundred Thoufand morewere taken fnk,
when we might well fay: Fain was the Help of Aim,
it plcafed God to caufe the Fury of it to abate; and

by his immediate Hand to difann the Enemy. It was

wonderful ! The Phyficians were furpriztd, wherever

they vifitcd, to find their Patients better, and in a few

D..\ > every Body was recovering: Nor was this by
any Medicine found out, or any new Method of Cure

discovered, but it was evidently from the Secret invi-

fible Hand of him, that had at firft fent this Difcafc,
as a Judgment upon us. Let the Philofophers fcarch.
for Reafons in Nature to Account for it, and laboui

as much as they will to lefien the Debt they owe tc

their .Maker ; thofc Phyficians who had the leaft Share

of Religion in them were obliged to acknowledge that

it was all fupernatural. The Streets were now full J
of poor recovering Creatures, who appeared very fenfiblejj
& thankful to God for their unexpected Deliverance: Yet

I mult own, that as for the generality of thePcopld it might
too juftly be faid of them, as was faid of the Childrenof

Iffrael, after they had been delivered from the Hoft or'

Pharaoh. *< That they fung his Praife, but they foon for
got his Works.

„

The Author who was preferved unhurt, with hfj

whole Family during the Time of the Sicknefs, gives,
in his Memoirs, a particular Account of the many

Reafonings and Fears which affected his Mind, before

he could come to a fixed Conclufion, whether to ftay,
and take his Lot in the Station in which God had f
placed him, or by leaving the City run the Hazard of

unfettling himfelf, and lofe his Effects, which lay fcat-

tered amongft the Merchant*. At the earneft Solici

tation*



tations of his Brother he had concluded to go, but

being always croffed in this Defign, by feveral Acci

dents, it came, one Morning, as he exprefles it, very
warmly in his Mind, whether thefe repeated Difappoint-
ments, were not Intimations to him, that it was the

Will of Heaven he fhould not go, which was fucceed-

ed by a farther Thought, that if this Suggeftion was

from God, he was able effectually to preferve him

in the midft of all Deaths and Dangers that would fur-

round him, and that if he attempted to fecure him

felf, by fleeing from his Habitation and acted con

trary to thefe Intimations, which he believed to

be divine, it was a kind of flying from God, who

could caufe his Juftice to overtake him, when, and

where he thought fit.

But what finally fixed him in a Refolution to ftay,
and caft himfelf, entirely upon the Protecton and good
Pleafure of the Almighty, was, that at a Time, when
his Thoughts were more than commonly ferious up

on this weighty Subject, turning over the Bible which

"lay before him, he cry'd out : Well, I know not what

to do, Lord, direSl me ! at that Juncture happening to
*

flop and calling his Eye on the Second Verfe of oi ft.

Pfalm, he read to the loth, as follows viz. " I will

fay of the Lord, He is my Refuge, and my Fortrefs, my
* GOD, in him will I truji. Surely he fhall deliver thee
*

from the Snare of the Fowler, andfrom the noifom Pefti-
' lence. He fhall cover thee with his Feathers, and under
* his Wings Jhalt thou truji ; His Truth fhall be thy Shield
' and Buckler. Thou Jhalt not be afraidfor the iferror by
*

Night, nor for the Arrow that flteth by Day: Norfor the
*

Pejlilence that walketh in Darknefs: Nor for the Deftruc-
* tion that wafieth at Noon-Day. A Thoufand fhall fall
*
at thy Side, and ten Thoufand at thy right Hand: But

* it fhall not come nigh thee. Only with thine Eyes Jhalt
* thou behold and fee the Reward of the Wickad. Becauft
« thou haft made the Lord which is thy Refuge, even we

1

Moft-High tlyy Habitation : There fjall no evil b.efal thee,
• neither JhaU any Plague come nigh thy Dwelling &c.

„

The
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TH- Tnfpiration
of God, and the clear Information of the Tloly

.Seriptures atTiircs ih, that God ref-rves hi* choiccft Secret!

for the pureft Msnds, and that it is unclcannefs of Spirit, not dif-
tcicicc oi M'-thod in leeking alter God, that feparatcs us from

him ; true Holinefs being the only fate Fiuramc info el ivine Know-

ledge. The Apolt.e Peter declares Ail. lo, 54. That be perceive I of
a Truth that CioJ is no refotilerofTtrfom : But inc. try Nation, ht:...t

fearttb him, ,rnd -.ivrketb Rt^bteoufncfs is accepted with bim. Ami tit

Apoftle Paul alio nils the Cialatians Chap. C, h. T'.it inCbri/i Jtftu
neither Circmttcifion availetb oh* 'I'l-int1. nor Uncrrcumcifion, but a next

Creature. Noihw iththndi;;:; the Ce.irnefsot thefe and many more
fuch Doctrines contained in the Scriptures Selfilhnels & Partia

lity, thole inhuman and bafc Qualities have been fuffered to pre
vail even amongft fuch, as are eitee:m\l the mod pious in thefe-
ver.il sects and Parties of the Chnitian Church: They have raifed
and Itill raife in every Communion, a l'eitiili partial Orthodoxy,,
which confifts in eourai,eoul'ly defending all its Opinion < and
Practice , and condemning the Doctrines an, I Pta.tuc. of other ;

and thus every one is train'd up in Defence of their own Church, «

their own Truth, their own Opinion: And he often is jiu'gej
to have the molt Meiir, and the molt Honour, who likes every
Thing, and ilet'ends every Thing amonglt themfelves and leave!

nothing iiucenfured in thofe that are [of a different Communion.*
Now how can Truth, Goodnefs and Religion be more (truck attB
than by fuch Defenders of it 2 If you aflc whv the great Bifhofl
of MeaMx wrote fo many learned Bocks againft all Parrs of fh3
Reformation, it is becaufe he was born in France. Hail he becnl
born in England, had he been bred at Oxford, he might have re-«

vall'd our great Bifhop Stillinizfleet, and would have wrote asmany 1
Jearn'd Folio's againft the Church of Rome, as he has done. And \
vet I will venture to fay, that if each Church could produce
but one Man a Piece, that had the Piety of an Apoftle, and the
impartial Love of that firft Chriftians they would not want half

a Sheet of Paper to hold their Articles of Union, nor be half an
Hour before they were of one Religion. If we loved' Truth a«

Lich; if we fought it for its own fake; if we loved our neigh- 1
bours a, our (elves; if we defir'd nothing by our Religion but 1

to be acceptable to God; if we equally defir'd the Salvation of
all Men; if wc were afraid of Error, only becaufe of its hurt

ful Narure to us, and our Brethern of other Communions, then

nothing of this Spirit could have any Place inns. For God is Love,
mid they which dwell in God, they dwell in Love, 1 John. 4, 16. 1 ii.it

universal Love which gives the whole Strength of the Heart to

God, and which makes us love every Man as we love ourfcivcf
is the nobleft, the moft divine, and Godlike State of the Soul,
a-.d no ie;; ,,,,., does an;, Man any good, but fo far, as it brings
this perfect- rove with ir. Perfection: can no whore br found, but
in a pure iilintcrcfted Love of God anil ourNeighbour. There U

therefore
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therefore a Commnuion of Saints in the Love ofGOD, which no
one can learn from that whi ;h is called Orthodoxy in the dif

ferent Setts, but is only to be had by a total Dying to all world

ly Views, by a pure Love ofGOD, and by fuch an Undion from
above, as delivers the Mind from all Selfifhnefs, and makes it

love Truth and Goodnefc, with an Equallity ofAfteftion in every
Man, let his Name and Profellion to Religion be what it may.
And by thus uniting in Heart and Spirit with all that is holy and

good in a'l profeliions, We enter into the true Communion of

Saints, and beco lie real Members of the true univerfal Chriftian

Church, tho' we are confin'd to the outward Worlhip of only
one particular Part of it. If is thus, that the Angels, as mini-

ftring Spiesis aflift, join, unite and co-operate with every Thing
that is hol> and s;ood in even Divifion of Mankind, He that

has been all his Life long ufed to look with great Slight upon
thofe of other Profellions whom he has called Superftitions, Big-
gots, canting Enthufiajls i&c. muft naturally expect, they will be

treated by GOD, as they have been by him ; and if he had the

Ke\ s of the Kingdom of Heaven, fuch People woold find it

hard, to get a Place in it. But it (lands greatly in Hand to get
rid of this Temper before we dye; for if nothing but univerfal

Love can enter into the Kingdom of GOD, what can be more

neceflary for us, than to be full of this Love before we dye ? •

We often hear of People of great Zeal declaring on their
1 Death-Beds their ftri& Attachment to the Church of England,
and making folemn Proteftations againft; all other Churches,
but how much better would if be, if fuch' a Perfon was to fay :

" In this divided State of Chnftendom, I muft conform to fome
" outward divided Part of it, and therefore Ihavechofentolive
•' and dye in outward Communion with the church of Eng-
"

land; fully believing, that if I worfhip GOD in Spirit and in

"

Tru>:h, in this divided Part of the Church, 1 fhall be as accep-
" table to him, as if I had been a faithful Member of the one

" whole Church, before it was broken into feparate Parts. But
M
as I am now going out of this diforderecf Divifion, into a

"
more univerfal State of Things, as I am going to the GOD of

" all Churches, to a Kingdom of univerfal Love, which muft
" have its Inhabitants from all People, Nations, and Languages
•* of the Earth ; fo in this Spirit of univerfal Love, I defire to

"

perform my laft Ad ofCommunion joyning in Heart and Spirit
" with all that is Chriftian, Holy and Good in all other Cnur-
u

ches; praying, from theBottom of my Soul, that every Church
"

may have its Saints; that GOD'S Kingdom may come, his
«' Will be done in every Divifion of Chnftians and Men, and
«' that every Thing that hatl* Breath3 may praife the Lord.

An
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AN
Fminent Sen-ant of GOD who had known Deliverance

t'rom the Dark Powcr5 and experimentally felt the Power*

of tie World t« come, a few Hours before his Death, exprcffed
himfelf in thi following Words : « iiieic is a Spirit which I

- fc«l, that delights to do no K\il, nor in revenge anv wron^
- but delights to endure all Thin)', in Hope tocnjo\ itsow nin

** the End; It- Hope is, to oatli\e all Wrath and Contention,
•' and to weary out all Exaltation and Cruelt\ , or whatforver

•» is of a Nature contrary to itfclf; it fees to the i-nd of ail

*« Temptations ; as it bears no Evil in it felt, fo it conceives none
«« in Thought to anv other; for its Ground and Spring is the

«« Menses and lo'Xive, lets of GOD ; its Crown is Meekncfs;
«« its I fe is everlairing Love unfeigned, and takes its Kingdom
«• with Intreaty, and not with Contention, and keeps it by
" lowlinefs of Mind; in GOD alone it can rejoice, tho' none clfe
«• regard it, Or can own its Life; 'tis conceived in Sorrow, and
•• brought forth without an\ to pity it, nor doth itmurmur at
■« Grief and Opprclrion; it never rejoiceth but thro' Sufferings,
« for with the World's Joy it is murdered. I found it alone

«« being forfaken : I havejFcllowfliip therein with thofe that lived
" in Dens and dcfolate Places of the Earth, who throughDeath
»« obtained Refurrection and eternal holy Life. *

FINIS.
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